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Here we are again in Advent and preparations for Christmas, whatever 
that means for you, but I hope you will still have time to sit back with a 
cuppa to read and ponder on the things written by the people who 
have contributed to this months’ newsletter. I take this opportunity to 
thank them on your behalf for rising to the challenge every month  to 
keep  us in touch with what is happening in the life of All Saints as well 
as giving us food for thought.  
 
It was an exciting day for us all when Kurt Pardon was commissioned as 
a Lay Reader by Bishop John at the United Service on November 20th.  
Please keep Kurt and  also Terry  in your prayers as they continue with 
their studies and develop their ministries in All Saints. 
 

Soon all preparations will be complete and we will be able to enjoy the special services of the Christmas Season and    
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Saviour. Wherever you will be this Christmas we wish you peace and joy and blessings 
in the New Year ahead. 

 
Jenny Wills 

Bishop’s Warden 
 
Dates for your diary 
December 
 9th & 10th Bethlehem Village at International Evangelical Church, vale Judeu  7pm-10pm 
 11th  Bethlehem Village  4-7pm 
 11th   All Saints stall at São Brás  11h-16h   
 18th   Carol Services  Almancil 11.00am preceded by Holy Communion at 10.15am 

 Lagoa 11.00am 
 24th   Midnight Holy Communion Convento de São José, Lagoa 11.30pm 
 25th   Christmas Day Holy Communion ASCA 10.30am 

  
January  
 1st Almancil  NO SERVICE     Lagoa 11.00am as usual 

  

 

Terry Moore writes..... 
At this time of year, when the days get shorter and shorter, and the nights get longer and darker; when the hot summer 

days have been replaced by the cold stark reality of winter; when the summer evenings 
of sitting outside have been replaced by huddling round the log fire in our homes – it has 
come to my attention that in our chapel in Lagoa the family of three we have sheltered all 
year are about to be evicted!  Yes we will see this poor family of father, mother and new-
born son turfed out of the chapel and forced to spend winter on the ground near or on a 
roundabout for passing motorists to stare at.  What is worse is that I have no doubt that 
this awful  scenario will be repeated by chapels, churches and cathedrals all over what we 
consider to be a civilised Europe as they too evict similar small families. 
 

Oh all right – it’s a bit tongue in cheek but as the familiar Nativity scene appears all over 
our countries it should serve as a reminder that when our Saviour came to Earth to      



rescue us, he didn’t come as He should have in His role as King.  He came to us as a      helpless child, born to an unwed 
mother probably aged about 14 or so.  Luckily for her, the man she was betrothed to stood by her and raised the child Jesus 
as his own. This family couldn’t even find a room in which to stay – even though she was clearly in the latter stage of her 
pregnancy.  They found a place in a stable for her to have her son.  He did no wrong yet was convicted and killed after a farce 
of a trial – dying to redeem us who deserve to die.  What a thing to do! 

As we travel this year and pass by the nativity scenes in most towns and villages, I hope that these familiar figures 
remind us of Jesus AND also make us think of other modern families without home or hope.  How many of us pass by the 
homeless in the streets possibly thinking, “Why don’t you get a job and find somewhere to live instead of hanging about 
looking for a free ride!”  We have all thought that at some time and only later in life do we realise that some people really  
have fallen on hard times; others have suffered a major upheaval in their lives and it throws them off their path; yet others 
suffer from mental or physical illnesses and have lost their homes because they are too ill to work.  I am one the lucky ones – 
after 30 years in the military I am quite able (note I deliberately avoided using normal – there is no way I can be considered 
normal), and have a pension sufficient to live on – but NOT in the country I served and defended. 

To sum up, this festive season when we pass by the poor, homeless and helpless, instead of sneering and walking by 
why not stop and exchange a few warm words and buy a cup of coffee for them? Don’t walk by like the Pharisees – be a good 
Samaritan – we never know who we might be helping. 

 
 
 
 
 A message from Revd John and Gill Calvert 
I can’t send you greetings from a freezing cold UK. It was certainly that a few days ago but today the temperature has broken  
records for being  the hottest on this date in December. So, greetings from a very mild – even warm Devon! 

 
We are writing our Christmas cards at present. Gill always looks over last year’s and any 
letters that accompanied them. An inscription in one from Pam caught my eye. Under the 
printed text she had written: Good Health, Joy, Ease and Hope and had added her signa-
ture. 
 
Christmas is often a time to wish people good health, joy and hope… but Ease? Try saying 
that to a priest in the run-up to Christmas – Carol services, Christingles, midnight and crib 
services; plus carols down at the pub, as well as the cards and presents. Such is the life of a 
priest in the UK. No wonder some of us try to escape to the Algarve! Actually I thought I 

was returning home for a break. However, our vicar had a fall and injured is leg and shoulder so I don’t expect to have a Sun-
day off until after Christmas. At which point I will try to escape to see you again – on 15th January to be precise. 
 
But I don’t think Pam meant the greeting in that way. There are many other ways of understanding ease at a much deeper 
level. I think Pam, being the Christian she is, was wishing us an inner ease and tranquillity that comes only from knowing God 
in the depths of our being. With God within us we have an inner poise that enables us cope with all the worries and anxieties 
of life. That’s what Jesus promised in these words, quoted in Handel’s Messiah:  

Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." (Matthew 11.28-30) 
 
What could be a better wish for Christmas? 

 
Gill and I wish you all a Christmas full of EASE – and may you also experience Good Health, Joy and Hope this Christmastide. 
 
Our love to you all, 
 
Revd John and Gill. 
. 
PS: Thank you for your Christmas wishes sent by Janet on your behalf. We do value your friendship and support.  
 

 

 

 

 



Financial Report 

 
 
As we near the end of 2016 it's a good time to look 
both forward at the year nearly gone by and           
forward to next year too. And that is what the            
Financial Committee of Colin Willis, Jackie Teasdale 
and myself have done. Looking at the figures for the 
year so far it's clear that our regular income of plate 
collections, envelope and bank tithes almost covers 
our regular committed outgoings. A small increase 
of 2.5 to 3% in this regular income would then     
enable us to allocate all our fundraising to  
supporting charitable causes. With this in mind our 
budget for 2017 has been drawn up and agreed by 
the Church Council in the hope that the small           
increase in regular income will be achieved and all 
our fundraising can go to help others less fortunate 
than ourselves. On behalf of the Council I would like 
to thank everyone who has supported All Saints 
financially in 2016. Without your monetary            
contributions we would have no church or be able 
to help the charities that we have done so in the 
year. Thank you for blessing us in this way - every 
cent counts. 
 
Sue Moore - Treasurer 
 

 

Terry’s ‘Beard Off’ 
Since the last newsletter Terry’s beard came off and raised over 300 euros for church funds. As it has nearly grown 
back again already here are the photos to prove it! 
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Rwanda News and Prayers 
 Pastor Cedric at Kanyinya and Jean Paul our ordinand are always very good at keeping in touch 
by email with their news.  Manasseh and Catrin have also recently written with news of their  
settling into married life and for Catrin, settling into Rwanda life. 
  
Pastor Cedric had much to say about the process of getting permissions for the building work on 
their land in Kanyinya.  They had to make temporary provision, obtaining a provisional              
construction permit, so they could erect a canopy over the worship area during the rainy          
season.  In brief, in order to build they have to own enough land as required by the law.  The land 
that they hoped to buy adjoining theirs was not big enough to satisfy this law, so they are looking 

at buying another piece of land to the north.   
The purchase of this land, increasing the total land on which they wish to build, is apparently the final step to the necessary 
final construction permit.  
So please pray that the Lord will bless them with a fair price for the land and the funds to meet it.  

  
Jean Paul is as always busy with his studies as well as being President of the 
Students Union.  He takes his studies very seriously and is now preparing his 
final thesis.  A great football fan who really enjoys international football when 
he has the opportunity to watch television and loves to see Portugal play. (see 
below a recent email from Jean Paul to Rev Jackie that we wanted to share 
with you.) 
Please pray his work on his thesis will go as he has planned and he will have 
sufficient time around other duties to prepare it. 
  
 
 
Manasseh and Catrin were treated to another wedding celebration by the 
Church attended by literally hundreds of people.  How many people get three 
weddings in a year – all to each other!  Manasseh has more responsibility now 
in the Cathedral and is busy seeking extra staff as some have left, as well as the 
work load increasing. 
Catrin has been told by her mission board that she needs to spend the first six 
months in learning Kinyarwanda.  It is a difficult language to learn, so she is 
trying to get involved in work in the community to try to learn 
quicker. Frustrating for Catrin as she wants to get on with the work she has 
planned, but without the language the possibilities are limited, so it is          
necessary to be  patient and study. 
 

Please pray for Manasseh that he will not become overburdened with work, that he will find the extra staff needed to 
help.  Pray for Catrin that she will settle into the ways of the Rwandan people and that she will be patient in her language 
learning. 
Pray both of them will take time for each other and enjoy their newly married life. 
  
Rev Jackie returns to Portugal soon, after her latest trip, and I am sure will have lots of news for us. (Her new blog is up and 
running if you are interested to follow her return visit next year:  loverwanda.blogspot.com jackieinrwanda) 
 
In the meantime please pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Rwanda.  Pray for the Good News to spread across that 
nation.  Pray they will be equipped in every way to meet every need in the name of Jesus. 
  
Prayer Points 

 For the Church in Kanyinya during this advent season as they minister to the community and speak about Jesus 
 For the Lord to meet their every need concerning the building plans and purchase of the necessary additional land 

 For Jean Paul that he will stay focused on his studies and not overburdened by other commitments 
 For Manasseh that he too will not be overburdened, and that he will find the right replacements for the cathedral 

staff 
 For Catrin that she will grasp the Kinyarwanda language, and settle into her new environment 

 For Bishop Louis who is not well at this time 
 
 

Marina Hardy 
 
Photos taken during Rev Jackie’s recent visit to Rwanda when she and Rhonwen visited Jean Paul and Manasseh and Catrin  
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Here is the recent letter from Jean Paul to Rev Jackie 
‘Hello Mammy! 
How are you doing now? 
I am taking two particular days praying for Christmas day and the coming year of 2017. I am still enjoying ex-
cellent time we experienced when Rev. Jackie and Rhonwen were visiting me here at PIASS.It teaches me 
much within the study of Pastoral ministry.   
 
In my prayer I think of you, All Saints church, Jenny Wills Rhonwen, and Rev. Jackie who used to visit me as I 
thank God for that and other friends who we didn't see each other face to face. I am praying for you asking 
God to keep you into his hands, to protect you, to sustain your church and its plans but also asking God to 
make your plans be successfully achieved. I f there are some sick I pray that God may heal them. 
My studies are going well thought I seem to be much concentrated. On Sunday 27/11/2017 I was transferring 
responsibilities of leading spirituality to a new committee. I was rewarded a certificate and other materials. In 
this even, Deputy Vice Chancellor said that they will never forget the contribution that I granted to the institu-
tion in Spiritual terms. Thanks be the Lord! 
I am still continuing as PIASS students Representative. 

Both My family, and Solange are well and they all greet you. Receive these greetings from my classmates 
whom I do love so much. 
 
Would you please share this email to these mentioned Friends! 
May God Bless you. 
Jean Paul.  Student at PIASS within the faculty of Theology and Religious Studies.’ 

 
 
ASCA Craft Activities  WHAT FUN WE ALL HAVE! 
It's been another very successful year for the craft group at ASCA. With a growing 
number wanting to join in we've had to limit the numbers to 25 each session. 
The ladies and gents in the Home and Day Centre have enjoyed a wide variety of craft 
activities which have helped with fine motor skills, decision making and                       
communication. 
It is wonderful to witness confidence growing as they help each other and chat          
together. 
Many thank us time and again, saying how much they look forward to us coming. 
We are grateful to all the people who have donated items for us to use and of course 
none of this would be possible without the wonderful volunteers who turn up every 
fortnight or so. Each has a skill which they bring to the sessions making for great  
teamwork. Thank you one and all for your time, laughter and love! 
 

Moira Grubb has written for us this month and we need to add our 

thanks to Moira as well for her inspiration   and organisation of 

most of the projects this year! 
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