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September is going by very quickly and many things have happened in the life of All Saints.  
Almancil congregation are now enjoying a month of services lead by the Venerable Norman Russell. He and Vicki were 
here last year for a month and it is good to have them back again. Norman’s last Sunday will be our Harvest Festival on 2nd 
October and then Rev John and Gill Calvert will be returning for 6 weeks.  

This month we have welcomed a new baby into our Church Family...baby Téofilo, a 
brother for Beatriz, was born. Congratulations to Silvia and José. However, we also 
said goodbye to a dear friend when Sue Britt passed away after a short illness. We 
send our love and sympathy to Eric, Tim, Jo and the family. We welcomed Pastor 
Manasseh and Catrin Tuyizere who were enjoying their honeymoon before they re-
turn to Rwanda. Manasseh has a very responsible post in Kigali Diocese as Mission 
and Training Coordinator and Catrin, who is being sponsored by a German Mission 
society, will be learning Kinyarwanda and then working with a team in Kigali Diocese 
starting the Early Childhood Development Program where they plan to use church 
buildings for preschool education. They would both appreciate your prayers.  
You will be pleased to know that building work has started on the Pastor’s house at 
Kanyinya and you can read about all that is happening there in Pastor Cedric’s news-
letter. 
Both Church Mice Groups are about to embark on making items to sell at Christmas 
time but these meetings are much more than workshops...they are an opportunity 
for a chat and some social time...so do consider joining us, bring a friend if you can,  
and it doesn’t matter if you aren’t a sewer or a crafty person we can always find 
something for you to do even if its making the tea or packing items to sell!!! More 
information later in this newsletter.  

 
Jenny Wills  

Bishop’s Warden 
 
Dates for your diary 
October   2nd   Harvest Festival 
November   13th   Remembrance Sunday 
  20th  United Service at Lagoa 
 
  

Terry Moore writes.... Once again it is my turn to write the God spot for the news letter this month.  As you may know (or 
maybe didn’t know) several of our church members went on a retreat 
for about 4 days in the middle of September.  Under the guidance of 
Reverend Jackie and her friend Reverend Rhonnie we all went up into 
the Alentejo to a beautiful cork farm which offers wonderful accommo-
dation and somewhere quiet to study, talk, and chill out.  Those who 
attended were Jenny, Marina, Angela, Sue and Terry, and a good friend 
from another church, Patricia.  All in all there were eight of us there 
including Jackie and Rhonnie. 
Our theme was “Taste and see that the Lord is good.”  It’s amazing how 
many foods are listed in the Bible that are also quite common here in 
Portugal!  Suffice to say that our time away covered all sorts of things 
and there was fellowship, laughter, tears, reflection, memories, healing 

 



and forgiveness – amongst other things!  
I suspect that some of you are wondering why we need such a thing 
as a retreat.  A very good question that, so I shall try to answer it.  
As we all know there are a lot of people involved in the running of 
our church with its two congregations – and a lot of these people 
have had little or no rest from their church activities for some time.  
We give and give until we run out of what we have to give but then 
we keep giving even more – effectively running on empty and 
“borrowing” from the future to give today.  Eventually those of us 
who are concerned with running the church, doing or assisting at 
services (and all the 101 other things that need doing) have given so 
much that we need a short break to “recharge the batteries.”  A 
time where instead of giving of ourselves we have time to receive 
for ourselves. 
Consider a minister such as Paul. He is expected to officiate at 

church services every Sunday and is often expected to perform other duties during the week as required.  This is, of course, 
in addition to running the newspaper and looking after Madeline.  The same also applies (but not as much) to those other 
stalwarts in our church – coming to mind are people such as the ministry assistants, the music/worship leaders, the welcom-
ers and the sidespersons. Then there are the church council members toiling away in the background between meetings. I 
have no doubt I have omitted somebody – please forgive me if I have.  All these people give and give until they have nothing 
more to give – and THAT is why a retreat is so important. 
I know we all came back quite refreshed and threw ourselves once more into the fray to give, give and give some more once 
again.  I will close this by thanking all those who give and give so much – I know I am just one small voice thanking you all, but 
to me a little thanks is far better than none at all. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I would like to encourage us all to pray for the people of Syria. Syria is on the hearts of 
many people especially after the attack on a UN convoy of aid last week. Please pray  
specifically for Syria at this time. 
 

Marina Hardy 
Prayer Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

A PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE OF SYRIA 
 Almighty eternal God, source of all compassion, 

the promise of your mercy and saving help fills our hearts with hope. 
Hear the cries of the people of Syria; 

bring healing to those suffering from the violence, 
and comfort to those mourning the dead. 
Empower and encourage Syria’s neighbors  

in their care and welcome for refugees. 
Convert the hearts of those who have taken up arms, 

and strengthen the resolve of those committed to peace. 

O God of hope and Father of mercy, 

your Holy Spirit inspires us to look beyond ourselves and our own needs. 

Inspire leaders to choose peace over violence  

and to seek reconciliation with enemies. 

Inspire the Church around the world with compassion for the people of Syria, 

and fill us with hope for a future of peace built on justice for all. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace and Light of the World, 

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
 

 



Treasure Hunch 
 
Sue Minnis assisted by Jane Caulfield-Kerney organised a great Fun,  
Fellowship and Fundraising Event.  
On Saturday 43 people met at Sue Minnis’ house for an afternoon with a 
difference. A really great time was had by all who took part. All Sainters 
were joined by friends from Vale Judeu Church and Algarve Hash House 
Harriers. We had to keep our eyes open to find an assortment of items and 
other info along the way . We enjoyed the beautiful countryside, some 
exercise and opportunities to chat while we followed the dobs of flour 
which marked our path and showed us the way.  
 
We arrived back at Sue’s with our bags of treasure, had our stones 
weighed...nearest to half a kilo...and sticks measured ...they had to be half 
a metre, discovered who had answered all the clues correctly and then 
enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by Sue.  

 
Thanks to Sue and Jane and all who took 
part...and the added bonus was we raised 
315 euros for church funds!!! 
 
Financial Report 
The very hot summer seems to finally be at 
an end and we have been enjoying some 
cooler weather. Looking at the figures for 
August we can see that the deficit is bigger 
than expected. This is due to timing issues 
regarding the payment of Jean Paul’s training 
fees which were budgeted to go out in Sep-
tember but were paid in August instead. 
Overall our deficit to date is more than ex-
pected because of this 
but will even itself out in 
the coming months. 
Thank you once again to 
everyone who supports 
All Saints financially no 
matter how large or 
small. 
Sue Moore - Treasurer 
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Church Mice Activities 
The Almancil Church Mice need your help. We are busy getting together and sewing some new items for sale both at Church 
and Christmas Markets. 
Would you like to offer your sewing skills at our weekly Tuesday afternoon Chat and Tea sessions from 2.30pm. 
We will be showing our ideas for sale after Church on the large table on the landing on the 2nd Sunday of the month. We also 
have materials you might fancy which will make lovely gifts to order. Remember Christmas is coming fast so start making 
your lists and help us to fill them. 
Remember all proceeds go to All Saints Church so do support our efforts. 
Contact Lorna Scott            918 458 141  
                 Janet Martin         963 661 678 
 
 
The Church Mice Group that meet at Jenny Wills’ house will be resuming soon. We have all we need to make Christmas 
crackers. If you would like to join us reply to this email and we will let you know as soon as we have fixed a date. For those of 
you with an artistic flair could you send us a drawing, painting or photograph which has something to do with the real mean-
ing of Christmas that we could use to make some All Saints cards? Please send to jenny.wills@allsaintsalgarve.org 

 

Rwanda News from Rev Jackie 
In August I visited Kigali once again, primarily to experience the One Song Festival which 
was hosted by Rwanda for the first time.  This event is held annually with cathedral 
choirs from Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya, Rwanda and for the first time South Sudan whose 
choir travelled for two and a half days overland!  Sadly due to the situation in Burundi 
their choir couldn’t attend but over 500 choristers were welcomed to Kigali. 
The choirs sang a variety of choral pieces, from traditional many part harmonies in Eng-
lish to their local favourite songs in Swahili, Kinyawanda and Buganda for example, some 
were quite humorous and included traditional dance and drumming.   
Pastor Manasseh was extremely proficient translating for Archbishop Dr Luke Urumbi 
(retired) of Uganda at the evening services and daily training sessions. 
On the Saturday we were to baptize 8 young adults from Kanyinya in the baptism pool at 
the cathedral, unfortunately although we were gathered at 8am, there was so much 
going on with the Festival that the pool wasn’t filled. So we had a couple of hours singing 
and dancing in the cathedral.  Pastor Cedric asked me to address the candidates, think-
ing on my feet I decided to use words from Hebrews 12 as the Olympics were in full 
flow.  Memo: put self in context before opening mouth.  In Kanyinya there are no TVs no 
radios possibly no newspapers.  Eventually we were ready to baptize, I slipped on the 
top step and was caught just in time.  We only had about 18 inches of water which made 
it difficult to get the people fully under. 
Pastor Cedric’s passing shot was….It’s good you’re coming to Kanyinya tomorrow as you 
can preach!  Off I went to One Song, then to the local Italian with Apollo for dinner.  By 
the time I got to Mercy House I was too tired to tackle a sermon, so up at 5 Sunday 
morning and managed to prep some sermon notes…..this is so not me! I have no idea 
what I said except for using the theme of baptism as we were baptizing 6 youngsters 
that morning.  Service in the field as usual, the font?  A saucepan! 
Apollo came along to translate for me, and held an umbrella to protect me from the sun. 
As usual the service was lively, having seen the bishop and cathedral staff join the danc-
ing at One Song Cedric and I decided to give it a whirl…..no the video will not be shown.  
I’m happy to say that the church and pastor’s house are being constructed in time to 
give shelter from the ‘big rains’ which will start soon.  An empty container which loitered 
full of junk in the cathedral grounds has been emptied, moved to Kanyinya and painted 
up to use for storing the chairs etc.I am returning to Kigali in November for a couple of 
weeks and will photograph the progress of the building.   
Rwanda News from Pastor Cedric at Kanyinya 
See the newsletter from Kanyinya attached. 
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